Westport Outfitters’ Seminar Schedule 2012
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March 10th-11:00 A.M. - “Shore Fishing The Western Sound”-Derrick Kirkpatrick   Kirkpatrick picked up fishing at the age of 6 and since then it has been one of the focal points of his life in many different aspects.  At age 11 he purchased an inexpensive fly rod and began to teach himself how to cast.  Soon, with the assistance of some elders, fishing was no longer just a sport for Derrick but rather became an addiction, an addiction of fish and the pursuit of them, but also his ever-increasing knowledge and awareness of his surroundings and how he fits into them.  Whether stalking trout or striped bass, Derrick’s ability to be one with his environment makes his angling ability almost like a sixth sense. His seminar will focus on inshore fishing in and around Fairfield County from SHORE. He will take you through a methodical process of the changing seasons and where he sees the best opportunity to get into fish. Tips and techniques for plugs, bait, soft plastics, fly and the different presentations for each tactic.  Also to be discussed will be reading the water and how to know whether or not you are in the right “zone.” Shore anglers as well as inshore boat anglers will not want to miss this one. In my opinion, Derrick is one of the finest shore anglers in and around Fairfield County and beyond.  After the presentation, Derrick will take some time to go over the right gear including clothing for fishing into the darkness which is one of his specialties. SIGN UP TODAY!
March 17th- 11:00 A.M. –“Fishing Shallow Water For Trophy Striped Bass”-Captain Mike Roy-Captain Mike Roy of Reel Cast Charters will be speaking about targeting large striped bass in shallow water.  He will focus on casting live eels and lures to target larger size striped bass.  Captain Mike fishes the Eastern Long Island Sound waters from Old Saybrook to Rhode Island as well as his home waters from Stratford to New Haven, including the Housatonic and Connecticut Rivers.  He will discuss the similarities and differences of fishing the Eastern and Western Long Island Sound waters.  Captain Mike will talk about how to read structure and find locations that hold larger bass and the appropriate times to catch larger fish in shallow water and how tide and weather conditions affect the fishing.  He will also discuss how to safely fish from your boat in shallow water at night and the appropriate tackle and gear to use. This is Captain Mike’s first appearance at W.O.  His reputation only precedes his uncanny ability to target and catch BIG BASS!  Don’t miss this one!
March 24th-11:00-A.M. - “Fishing Jamaica Bay-NYC’S Hidden Jewel” Captain John McMurray-McMurray was recently nominated by the Governor of New York and then appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce to represent New York on the Mid Atlantic Fishery Management Council.  His presentation will not want to be missed by any light tackle/fly fishing enthusiast alike. After discussing the tips, tactics & techniques that apply to fishing this very unique body of water, encompassing approximately 10,000 acres of salt marsh, John will briefly touch on some regional as well as some national conservation issues. John is truly a steward when it comes to our great sport, be sure not to miss this one! Only 1 hour from Westport Plenty of time for Q&A following the presentation.
March 31st-11:00-A.M. – “Light Tackle Trolling”-T-Man-Captain Pat Renna-Back by Popular Demand! This instructional seminar will cover equipment requirements, boat set-up and details of lure presentation for successful trolling of T-Man’s tubes, spoons and swimmers, to get more fish to the boat. Here is a great early season chance to learn how to fish the Tube & Worm from the originator of the T-Man Striper Tube & Quick Change Keel System. Great for beginners and experienced tube draggers, Capt. Pat Renna will cover all aspects of tube & worm fishing in Long Island Sound. Pat will also be discussing his now further expanded selection of spoons, tins and swim baits and how to fish them effectively for better results.  Captain Pat will also be available for a Q&A session after the instructional presentation. STANDING ROOM ONLY…
April 21st–11:00-A.M.-“Norwalk Islands Light Tackle Primer: Maximizing Your Time On The Water”-Captain Mike Platt-Platt is a licensed United States Coast Guard Captain and has fished our local waters extensively from both boat and shore for over 20 years, which gives him an uncanny ability to seek out fish in skinny water. Although comfortable with any type of fishing, his passion for targeting striped bass on light tackle and with the fly rods is where he feels right at home. Although never one to kiss and tell, we finally convinced Captain Mike to come and tell you all of his secrets.  His presentation will focus on our home waters and better adaptation to our changing months during the height of the season with the varying bait sources and how to get more fish to the boat.  He will go over extensively the baits, tackle and techniques that will improve your catch rate within the Norwalk Islands.  Favorite tides and specific locations to match them will also be covered.  Captain Mike will leave you with a “Road Map” to follow after you leave to insure you get as many takeaways as possible once you get back to your boat or favorite rock…Don’t forget your Norwalk Island chart for this one or pick one up at the store before the presentation.


April 28th-11:00-A.M.-“Basic Outboard Service Tips/Tactics-All Seasons Marine Works”-Don’t get stuck adrift this year, come hear from one of the largest selling/ servicing Yamaha Key Dealers in the State of CT, with two on the water locations serving southwestern CT and beyond.  On hand will be Yamaha Certified Mechanics completing hands on demonstrations on tune up procedures for popular two stroke and four stroke models.  We will also cover cooling systems including impeller and thermostat replacement, fuel system tune ups with both internal and external filter changes and basic troubleshooting to get your boat back up and running quickly!  Here is your chance to ask the pros what goes on with your motor’s servicing while you learn, if you choose, to do it yourself next time around.  All other brand motor questions and tips will also be responded to where applicable during an extended Q&A.  This unique seminar/workshop should not be missed by anyone who runs an outboard!!
The professionals that appear above do so free of charge.  Their in depth knowledge of the subject matter that they will be presenting on is immeasurable.  In the future, should you need to utilize any of their goods or services, please find below their contact information.  
A $10.00 fee will be assessed at the door to attend each seminar, which in return, you will receive a gift card of equal value to be used against any good or service in the store.
LET’S MAKE THE 2012 FISHING SEASON A GREAT ONE!!
Derrick Kirkpatrick- http://www.ctfishguides.com/
Captain Pat Renna- http://www.tmancustomtackle.com/  860.668.1302

Captain John McMurray- http://www.nycflyfishing.com/ 718.791.2094

All Seasons Marine Works- http://www.allseasonsmarineworks.com/index.asp 203.222.9038
Captain Mike Platt- 203.393.8838/203.341.9490
Captain Mike Roy- http://www.reelcastcharters.com/ 203.710.5116

Do to the overwhelming response and acceptance of these seminars during the previous years, please RSVP by emailing ejohnson@westportoutfitters.com or call the shop at 203.341.9490.  We are located at 609 Riverside Ave, Westport, CT 06880

